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Counselor:             
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Counselor:            
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Counselor:            
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Contact 
Information: 
(239) 694-3464         
801 Gunnery Rd. N 
Lehigh Acres, FL 
33971


Principals Corner  
Dr. Mederios 


Greetings Lightning family: 


Happy holidays to everyone! As we wrap up 
the first semester and begin the second 
semester, we would like to take a moment to 
thank you for your continued support of our 
teachers and staff here at Varsity Lakes.  


Over the past couple of months, many VLMS 
teachers, students, clubs, and organizations 
have received accolades. In October, seven 
VLMS students were recognized for receiving 
a perfect score on at least one Florida 
Standards Assessment state examination from 
last school year.
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In addition, Jenny Tang was chosen as a winner in the 
holiday greeting card art contest. Moreover, Jenny Tang 
and Sophia Vargas were selected to the Lee All-County 
Band, and Samara Bates was selected for the Florida 
Music Educator’s Association All-State Middle School 
Honor Band. 


I would like to take this opportunity to encourage 
everyone to contact me, or one of our administrators, 
whenever an issue arises at the school. You may contact 
me directly via email at matthewcm@leeschools.net or by 
phone at (239)694-3464. Your child and their well-being 
is our foremost concern, and we welcome parent contact 
to apprise us of all issues. We take any and all issues 
and/or concerns very seriously and work tirelessly to 
ensure that stakeholders are satisfied with the education 
that students at Varsity Lakes Middle School are 
receiving. More than anything, I want to ensure that we 
are doing what is in the best interest of our students. That 
can only occur when we are aware of any issues and/or 
concerns so we can address them immediately.  


If you or someone you know would like to make a 
donation or charitable contribution to Varsity Lakes 
Middle School, please contact our bookkeeper, Ms. 
Shelby Vick, for more information. Also, be sure to visit 
our website at vlm.leeschools.net for more information 
about all the opportunities that VLMS has to offer.  


Kind Regards,  


Matthew Mederios, Ed.D. 



mailto:matthewcm@leeschools.net

mailto:matthewcm@leeschools.net
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AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM: 
• ALL NEW VLMS AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM 
• STUDENTS WILL SPEND THE FIRST HOUR IN THE MEDIA 


CENTER WORKING ON HOMEWORK WITH STAFF 
AVAILABLE TO ASSIST WITH ANY QUESTIONS 


• THE SECOND HOUR WILL BE SPENT IN THE CAFE WITH 
SNACKS AND GAMES AVAILABLE 


• REGISTRATION PAPERWORK IN GUIDANCE OR FRONT 
OFFICE 


ONE TIME REGISTRATION FEE: $15  
(WAIVED IF IN MORNING PROGRAM) 


COST PER DAY: $3


 SAC MEETINGS 
2018-2019  


All meetings begin at 6pm 


Monday, January 28 
Monday, February 25 


Monday, March 25  
Monday, April 29







�4


SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 
DECEMBER 3: BAND PERFORMANCE @ 10:30AM 


DECEMBER 4: CHORUS PERFORMANCE @10:30AM 
DECEMBER 5: BAND PERFORMANCE @ 9:45AM 
DECEMBER 6: BAND PERFORMANCE @ 9:45AM 


DECEMBER 7: FALL PLAY @ 7PM 
DECEMBER 7: ALL-COUNTY BAND CONCERT @ 6:30PM 


DECEMBER 11: BAND PERFORMANCE @10AM  
DECEMBER 11: COMPASS PROGRESS MONITORING DAY 


FOR CIVICS & 8TH GRADE SCIENCE  
DECEMBER 12: CHORUS CONCERT @ THE PALMS 


DECEMBER 13: BAND WINTER CONCERT @ 6:30PM  
DECEMBER 14: WINTER WONDERLAND DANCE 


DECEMBER 14: GEMS LOCK-IN 4:15-8PM  
DECEMBER 15: JROTC BUSCH GARDENS TRIP 8-4PM 


DECEMBER 18: CHORUS CONCERT @ 6PM 
DECEMBER 19: BAND CONCERT LSHS @ 6:30PM 


DECEMBER 19-21: EARLY RELEASE  
DECEMBER 24-JANUARY 8: WINTER BREAK 


JANUARY 9: RETURN TO SCHOOL 
JANUARY 24: JAZZ PRE FBA CONCERT  


JANUARY 31: AVID CAREER NIGHT @ 6PM 
FEBRUARY 4-5: JAZZ BAND @ LSHS 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 SPORTS: 


DECEMBER 4: 
VOLLEYBALL PLAYOFFS ROUND 1 TBA 


DECEMBER 5: 
VOLLEYBALL PLAYOFFS ROUND 2 TBA 


DECEMBER 10: 
SOCCER TRYOUTS BEGIN 


JANUARY 10: 
LAST DAY OF SOCCER TRYOUTS 


JANUARY 16: 
SOCCER GAME @ DUNBAR  


JANUARY 23: 
SOCCER GAME VS. OAK HAMMOCK 


JANUARY 28: 
SOCCER GAME @ FMMS 


JANUARY 30: 
SOCCER GAME VS. DUNBAR  


FEBRUARY 4: 
SOCCER GAME @ OAK HAMMOCK 


FEBRUARY 6: 
SOCCER GAME VS. FMMS 


FEBRUARY 11: 
TRACK TRYOUTS BEGIN 


FEBRUARY 12; 
SOCCER PLAYOFFS ROUND 1 @ TBA 


FEBRUARY 13; 
SOCCER PLAYOFFS ROUND 2 @ TBA 


FEBRUARY 27: 
LAST DAY OF TRACK TRYOUTS 


CLUB MEETINGS 
EVERY MONDAY AFTER SCHOOL:  


CHESS CLUB, GUITAR CLUB 
MATHLETES 


EVERY TUESDAY AFTER SCHOOL: 
VARSITY TSA 


EVERY WEDNESDAY AFTER SCHOOL: 
GUITAR CLUB & LEGAL STUDIES CLUB 


DECEMBER 7: 
GEMS @ 8AM 


DECEMBER 7: 
GQ @ 8AM 


DECEMBER 7: 
BTV @ 4:15PM 


DECEMBER 13: 
NJHS @ 4:15PM 


DECEMBER 17: 
BTV @ 4:15PM 


JANUARY 17: 
NJHS @ 4:15PM 
BTV @ 4:15PM 


JANUARY 25: 
GEMS @ 8AM 


JANUARY 31: 
NJHS @ 4:15PM 


FEBRUARY 1: 
GQ @ 8AM 


FEBRUARY 7: 
BTV @ 4:15PM 


FEBRUARY 8: 
GEMS @ 8AM 
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CONTACT:  
MR. ARMSWORTH - JEFFREYAR@LEESCHOOLS.NET 


MS. STOKES - JESSICALST@LEESCHOOLS.NET


FUNDRAISING 
OPPORTUNTIES:  


 
CONCESSIONS: 


&
WINTER DANCE


ALL STUDENTS SHOULD BE PAID UP TO 
$300 BY CHRISTMAS BREAK 


CHECK GOOGLE CLASSROOM 
FOR ALL UPDATES! 


CODE: 


moeh0il 


WHEN: MARCH 15-17  


ALL SPOTS FILLED!  CONTACT ONE 
OF THE CHAPERONES TO BE PUT 


ON A WAITING LIST
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Student Highlights: October & November 
These students were nominated by their teachers for going above and beyond in the 
classroom.  They will have an opportunity to win a 2018-19 Yearbook, as well as being 
featured on the VLMS News and get a paper certification in their Advisory Class.  


6th Grade:     7th Grade:     8th Grade: 
Alicia Caldwell    Jeremy Gerz II    Ryan Devore 
Michael Francis    Jamie Gary     Thomas Green 
Ava Bridental     Makenna Keene           Kasmonique Williams 
Ayanna Johnson    Bina Michaud     Hildenly Senatus 
Said Khan     Dulce Solis-Gonzalez   Nyree Hardwick 
Aleej Chowdhury    Christian Kuta    Riley Everage 
Alicia Caldwell    Chloe Vong     Jenny Flore Philips 
Demarviay Zachery    Brycelyn Turner    Lougena Jourdan 
Gabi Melville     Joudry De La Cruz    Bryan Sosa 
Kathlyn Argudin Gonzalez   Rafael Ruiz     Ayanna Whitfield 
Yuri Vanessa Palacios-Ochoa  Jayden Klein     Nayedlie Pomales 
Gael Ochoa-Soto    Richard Samedy    Cooper Banks 
Jacob Glezman    Angelo Ochoategul    Ivan Iriate 
Mia Martinez     Lucas Dunham    Ojany Sobrino   
Alexa Murphy     Daniel Vu-Vong Nguyen   Summer Rayburn 
      Andres Again     Sarah Danielson 
      Abigail Reyna  
      Kayla Cabrera 
      Bryann Siqueira-Miranda 
      Isabella Hernandez 
      Maeleigh Madeline Fricke 
      Jeanadou Dimanche 
      Emely Ibarra (nominated twice) 
      Alejandra Abreu 
      Janiah Claude 
      Trung Quang Nguyen 
      Nikolay Serede 
      Ruby Carter 


October Winner: Lucas Dunham  November Winner: Ojany Sobrino 
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YEARBOOK 2018-19
WANT TO ORDER ONLINE?   


 YBPAY.LIFETOUCH.COM 


  ID NUMBER: 13581419


$25: BUSINESS CARD 
$50: 1/4 PAGE 
$100: 1/2 PAGE 
$150: FULL PAGE


WANT TO SUPPORT THE 
YEARBOOK? PURCHASE AN AD 
SPACE FOR YOUR BUSINESS


 
OCTOBER 6 UNTIL WINTER BREAK $25 
ALL ORDERS AFTER WINTER BREAK $30 


Toys Collection


NJHS is teaming up with Bonnets for Abigail for a second 
year collecting now! Donate unwrapped toys until 


December 13. 


All toys will be distributed to shelters and in areas when 
children are in need. 


Every child who donates a new unwrapped toy, will be 
entered into a drawing for a $25 movie gift card. 
Thanks for supporting this important drive!


Contact Ms. Stokes for more 
information: 


jessicalst@leeschools.netWANT YOUR NAME ON THE COVER?  
  


BUY A BOOK BY JANUARY 31ST AND BE ENTERED IN 
A DRAWING TO BE 1 OF 8 PEOPLE WHO WILL GET 


YOUR NAME ON A ONE OF A KIND 2018-19 
YEARBOOK COVER!
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    TECH TALK WITH MR. NEES 
Chromebook Reminders: 


• Always put your chromebook in  case 


• Don’t carry it by the screen  


• No need to download music 


• Charge it every night 


• They are not free to replace or fix


MESSAGES FROM MEDIA 
WITH MRS. SHAW 


You are invited to visit the library and check  
out our books.  I would love it if you would  
share your thoughts about the books you read.    
You could do this by recommendation of a book or a brief summary 
and/or a colorful poster of what the book is about and who your 
favorite characters are.  This could be a way to inspire your fellow 
classmates to enjoy the books you read.   With your permission, I will 
display this in a designated area in the Media Center.  I look forward 
to seeing you and hearing your recommendations in the New Year!
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Teacher vs. Student Basketball Game
Congratulations to the students who took the lead at 
21 against the teachers at 18 points.  Great job to all 


who participated and thank you to everyone who 
came and cheered! 


Both teams are looking  
forward to a re-match  


in April!


Science Fair 2018


Special thanks to IL Primo for their 
donations and to the judges for their time in 
helping to make this years science fair a 


Congratulations to all the 
winners and to those moving on 


to the next round! 
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Students have been refining 
their essay and writing in 


Language Arts class.  This year 
the FSA Writing Test will be 


digital for 7th and 8th grades.
Language 


Arts 


Congratulations to the Competitive 
Math Team for placing 5th place out of 
all the middle schools in the district.  


Also to James Nehl for taking 5th 
place overall and Brycelyn Turner for 


taking 7th place over all out of the 
hundreds of kids competing. Math 


Team
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ALL-COUNTY BAND 


CONGRATS TO SOPHIA VARGAS & JENNY 
TANG! 


DECEMBER 7TH @ NFHMHS


Artist 
Corner


Art students recently made ornaments 
for the Edison Home Children's Tree Trail 


created Holiday Greeting Cards where 
the winners design will be displayed at 
the district office during the month of 


December.  
Congratulations to Jenny 


Tang who is this years 
winner of the Holiday 


Greeting Card!


Band
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Random Acts 
of Kindness


Quarter 2 Service Project: 


Operation: Treasure our Troops 
Care Packages for Soldiers 


Purpose: To send care packages to 
soldiers the 530th Clearance Company  


“Bloodhounds” stationed in Syria 


December 3-14 


Needed: 
Powdered drink mix, meal enhancers, 


quick proteins, snacks, toiletries & 
personal care items 


Drop off locations: 
Front office, Mrs. Cabrera,  


JROTC classrooms & Student Affairs


JROTC
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DRAMA


Spring Showcase 
An evening of scenes, songs 


and monologues 
Presented by the Theatre 


Classes  
Friday, April 12th  2018 


7:00 PM 


The Wizard of Oz 
The classic story brought to life 


onstage.   
Friday, May 10th 2018 


7:00 PM 


Faculty Freakshow 2 
A Talent Show  
Starring the  


Teachers and 
Administration 


Friday, March 15th 2018 
7:00PM


Winter Showcase 


An evening of scenes, songs 
and monologues 


Presented by the Theatre 
Classes  


Friday, December 7th 2018


7:00 PM 


 
Please help congratulate the following student who performed 


in the Fall Showcase: 


1. “16 Going on 17” = Alyssa and Anthony 
2. Trapped = Bina Michaud, Kenea Jackson and Rhiannon Hill 
3. Charlie Brown Monologue = Cheyanne Barrett 
4. “Burn” = Kayla Thomas 
5. The Audition = Sophia Rae and Lea Koltoukis 
6. “Waving through a Window” = Debbie Menendez 
7. Diary of Wimpy Kid = D’Adrean St. Louis 
8. Short monologue = Katelyn Waters 
9. Part of your World = Alexa Murphy 
10. Robotics monologue = Shauna-Kay Newman 
11. The Matchmakers = Tionne Dupre’ and Kyla Cabrera 
12. “Mamma Mia” from Mamma Mia = Brycelin Turner 
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FSW Collegiate High School's  
Open House and Lottery Process


FSW Collegiate High School 
will host the following face-to-
face Open Houses as well as 
small group tours during the 
day. The online enrollment 
lottery process will open on 
Thursday, November 16, 2018 
and end at midnight on 
Wednesday, March 27, 2019


https://www.fsw.edu/lchs/apply 


• Small group tours 
available on Friday 
mornings at 8:15 a.m. 
Please RSVP to 
LBetz@fsw.edu or by 
calling 432-7377. 


• Large group tour 
December 13, 2018 at 6:30 
p.m. Please RSVP to 
LBetz@fsw.edu or by 
calling 432-7377.



https://mail.leeschools.net/OWA/redir.aspx?C=6L6iisjLMZvpniyQy3Owgo_W0iIEr_awJjZkEHW6Fhgs0L1zW1zWCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.fsw.edu%2flchs%2fapply

https://mail.leeschools.net/OWA/redir.aspx?C=6L6iisjLMZvpniyQy3Owgo_W0iIEr_awJjZkEHW6Fhgs0L1zW1zWCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.fsw.edu%2flchs%2fapply
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Why is my school asking me to okay receiving telephone calls or text 
messages?  


Under a federal law designed to protect consumers, we have to get your permission to send 
nonemergency messages to a mobile phone by automated voice call or SMS text. It’s also just a good 
idea, so that we’re sure the message is going to the right phone number for the right person. This 
permission is needed only for automated voice calls and texts. Permission is not necessary for other 
calls from the school, like you might get directly from a teacher, principal, or other staff member.  


I have never been asked about phone calls before. Is this new? 


While it is not completely new, the rules were recently updated to make it clear that we need the 
recipient’s okay to send non-emergency automated phone notifications, as well as SMS text messages, 
to a mobile phone number. To comply with the law contact information must be current.  


What if there is an emergency?  


In an emergency, we will call or text you as long as we have your contact information on file. The law 
has an exception for calls made for “emergency purposes,” which is usually a situation affecting the 
health and safety of consumers. What if I change my mind about phone calls, or change my mobile 
number? You can opt out of non-emergency calls and text messages at any time. For voice calls, we 
will provide instructions on how to use touch-tones on your phone keypad to stop receiving calls. For 
text messages, you can stop receiving them by texting “UNSUBSCRIBE” or “STOP” after receiving a 
text from us.  


Can I be contacted in other ways, too?  


Yes. We can contact you, if you would like, by email. Email is covered by a different set of rules than 
the permission required for automated voice calls and text messages to mobile phones.  


My school says it uses the SchoolMessenger app. What is it? 


The SchoolMessenger app is a free web and mobile app that gives you access to school notifications of 
all types (text messages, voice and email) inside a single inbox. You can also change your contact 
preferences and adjust contact numbers in the web app, available from any Internet-enabled device.  


How do I sign up for the SchoolMessenger app and provide permission?  


The easiest way is to visit the SchoolMessenger app website at https://go.schoolmessenger.com/. 
Create an account by clicking “Sign Up” on the top right menu, using the email address that you have 
provided to the school. You can choose how you want to be contacted based on the category of 
message (from emergencies to school activities) and provide contact permission. You will also be able 
to listen to and read messages from the school for the previous 30 days so you do not miss a thing, 
including alerts, notifications and attachments. You can also sign back in to change your preferences 
at any time.  


SchoolMessenger



https://go.schoolmessenger.com/

https://go.schoolmessenger.com/
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What if I want to use the SchoolMessenger mobile app? 


You will find the SchoolMessenger app in the Apple iOS Store or Google Android Play Store. If you have 
already created an account, you simply have to log in. If you have not, Click the “Sign Up” button, enter 
your email address, and create a password. An email will be sent to that address with a secure token. If you 
receive a “This email is already registered” error message, which means you have already created a 
SchoolMessenger account via another SchoolMessenger product. Simply follow the “Return to login” link and 
login. Use the “Forgot your password” link if needed.  


Will the SchoolMessenger app notify me if there is new information?  


You can opt in to receiving Device (or push) Notifications under Notification Preferences. When you choose to 
receive Device Notifications, a badge or alert will appear when new communications are available in your 
SchoolMessenger app inbox.  


How private is the information in the SchoolMessenger app? 


West, the trusted provider of SchoolMessenger is one of more than 200 organizations that has signed the 
Student Privacy Pledge (www.studentprivacypledge.org). The Pledge spells out a dozen commitments related 
to the protection and responsible use of student data. You can rest assured that your student’s information is 
secure and will never be sold, rented, or shared. Signatories to this pledge can be held legally responsible for 
actions or practices that do not conform to it.  


Who should I contact if I have more questions?  


Please contact us at the school offices if you need any more information.
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